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4, W2 Y9 3& (The Paris Principles)

1. The composition of the national institution and the appointment of its members, whether
by means of an election or otherwise, shall be established in accordance with a procedure
which affords all necessary guarantees to ensure the pluralist representation of the social
forces (of civilian society) involved in the protection and promotion of human rights,
particularly by powers which will enable effective cooperation to be established with, or
through the presence of, representatives of:

(a) Non-governmental organizations responsible for human rights and efforts to combat
racial discrimination, trade unions, concerned social and professional organizations, for
example, associations of lawyers, doctors, journalists and eminent scientists;

(b) Trends in philosophical or religious thought;

(c) Universities and qualified experts;

(d) Parliament;

(e) Government departments (if these are included, their representatives should participate
in the deliberations only in an advisory capacity).

5. ICC =d&9 &9t =3 1. 8.1

It is critically important to ensure the formalization of a clear, transparent and participatory
selection and appointment process of the National Human Rights Institution’s
decision—making body in relevant legislation, regulations or binding administrative guidelines,
as appropriate. A process that promotes merit-based selection and ensures pluralism is
necessary to ensure the independence of, and public confidence in, the senior leadership

1)ICC SCA  General Observation 1.8(SELECTION AND APPOINTMENT OF THE
DECISION—MAKING BODY OF NATIONAL HUMAN RIGHTS INSTITUTIONS)



of a National Institution. Such a — 39 - process should include requirements to:

a) Publicize vacancies broadly;

b) Maximize the number of potential candidates from a wide range of societal groups;

c) Promote broad consultation and/or participation in the application, screening, selection
and appointment process

d) Assess applicants on the basis of pre-determined, objective and publicly available
criteria;

e) Select members to serve in their own individual capacity rather than on behalf of the
organization they represent.
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